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Political and economic forces here, again,
reinforce each other. In order for our two
NATO Allies, Greece and Turkey, to be full
partners in the European Union, bilateral re-
lationships must improve. In order for south-
eastern Europe to overcome the Balkan wars
in Bosnia and Kosovo and the legacy of com-
munism in the other states of the southeast,
the nations of the region must draw closer
to each other, and then together draw closer
to the new Europe.

Again, I say these efforts can only succeed
if Greece and Turkey are leading the effort.
Because of the earthquakes and the human
response to them by both Turks and Greeks;
because of the leadership, outstanding lead-
ership in the Turkish and Greek Govern-
ments; because of the Cyprus talks just an-
nounced, we now have a genuine opportunity
for fundamental and enduring reconciliations
between your two lands. I will do everything
I can to help you seize this chance. I believe
seizing this chance will have enormous eco-
nomic, as well as political, benefit to the ordi-
nary citizens of Turkey well into the next cen-
tury.

The last point I want to make is this: If
we want strong economic growth and lasting
prosperity, it is essential that we work every-
where to deepen freedom and democracy in
our own countries and around the world. I
applaud the strides Turkey is making in this
regard, not because the Americans or the Eu-
ropeans want it, but because it’s the right
thing for the Turkish people. And I encour-
age further progress in these areas, such as
freedom of expression, because it is right,
and because we in America have a great stake
in your stability, in Turkey’s ability to reap
the full benefits of the information age and
the global economy, in Turkey’s full integra-
tion in Europe, in Turkey’s full success as
a modern, prosperous, secular society bridg-
ing East and West.

I am proud that we are working as partners
with you to build better lives for our citizens,
and I am proud to have had the opportunity
to represent the people of the United States
on this historic trip.

I would like to close by asking my fellow
Americans to join me in a toast to President
Demirel, the leaders of this organization, and
the people of our host nation, Turkey.

[At this point, the participants drank a toast.]

The President. This is a beautiful paint-
ing. Wait, I want to say this. You know, I
just bought a new home. [Laughter] In my
attempt to fulfill the last ambition of my life,
I am trying to follow in the steps of Senator
Howard Baker and become the husband of
a United States Senator. And this will look
very good in that home. Thank you very
much.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 3:25
p.m. in the Palace Dining Hall at the Imperial
Chalet. In his remarks, he referred to President
Suleyman Demirel of Turkey; Mustafa V. Koc,
chairman, Turkish-U.S. Business Council of the
Foreign Economic Relations Board of Turkey
(DEIK); former Senator Nancy Kassebaum
Baker, chairman, American-Turkish Council, and
her husband, former Senator Howard H. Baker,
Jr.; and Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit of Turkey.
The transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of President
Demirel.

Statement on Environmental Review
of Trade Agreements
November 16, 1999

Today Vice President Gore and I are tak-
ing two important steps to ensure that our
efforts to expand trade reflect our strong
commitment to promoting environmental
protection worldwide. America has proved
time and again that a strong economy and
a healthy environment go hand in hand. The
new steps I am announcing today will help
ensure that we and other nations do our ut-
most to protect our environment as we work
together to build a growing, prosperous glob-
al economy.

First, I have signed Executive order re-
quiring careful assessment and written re-
view of the potential environmental impacts
of major trade agreements. These reviews,
with full opportunity for public input, will
better enable us to fully integrate environ-
mental considerations into the development
of U.S. positions in trade negotiations.

Second, I am issuing a declaration of prin-
ciples on trade and environment to guide our
negotiators in the new round of World Trade
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Organization negotiations that will begin
later this month in Seattle. Through these
principles, we will seek to ensure that trade
rules continue to be support of environ-
mental protections at home and abroad.

I urge other WTO members to work with
us to advance these principles when we meet
in Seattle.

Executive Order 13141—
Environmental Review of
Trade Agreements
November 16, 1999

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
further the environmental and trade policy
goals of the United States, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. The United States is
committed to a policy of careful assessment
and consideration of the environmental im-
pacts of trade agreements. The United States
will factor environmental considerations into
the development of its trade negotiating ob-
jectives. Responsible agencies will accom-
plish these goals through a process of ongo-
ing assessment and evaluation, and, in certain
instances, written environmental reviews.

Sec. 2. Purpose and Need. Trade agree-
ments should contribute to the broader goal
of sustainable development. Environmental
reviews are an important tool to help identify
potential environmental effects of trade
agreements, both positive and negative, and
to help facilitate consideration of appropriate
responses to those effects whether in the
course of negotiations, through other means,
or both.

Sec. 3. (a) Implementation. The United
States Trade Representative (Trade Rep-
resentative) and the Chair of the Council on
Environmental Quality shall oversee the im-
plementation of this order, including the de-
velopment of procedures pursuant to this
order, In consultation with appropriate for-
eign policy, environmental, and economic
agencies.

(b) Conduct of Environmental Reviews.
The Trade Representative, through the inter-
agency Trade Policy Staff Committee

(TPSC), shall conduct the environmental re-
views of the agreements under section 4 of
this order.

Sec. 4. Trade Agreements.
(a) Certain agreements that the United

States may negotiate shall require an envi-
ronmental review. These include:

(i) comprehensive multilateral trade
rounds;

(ii) bilateral or plurilateral free trade
agreements; and

(iii) major new trade liberalization agree-
ments in natural resource sectors.

(b) Agreements reached in connection
with enforcement and dispute resolution ac-
tions are not covered by this order.

(c) For trade agreements not covered
under subsections 4(a) and (b), environ-
mental reviews will generally not be re-
quired. Most sectoral liberalization agree-
ments will not require an environmental re-
view. The Trade Representative, through the
TPSC, shall determine whether an environ-
mental review of an agreement or category
of agreements is warranted based on such
factors as the significance of reasonably fore-
seeable environmental impacts.

Sec. 5. Environmental Reviews.
(a) Environmental reviews shall be:
(i) written;
(ii) initiated through a Federal Register no-

tice, outlining the proposed agreement
and soliciting public comment and in-
formation on the scope of the environ-
mental review of the agreement;

(iii) undertaken sufficiently early in the
process to inform the development of
negotiating positions, but shall not be
a condition for the timely tabling of par-
ticular negotiating proposals;

(iv) made available in draft form for public
comment, where practicable; and

(v) made available to the public in final
form.

(b) As a general matter, the focus of envi-
ronmental reviews, will be impacts in the
United States. As appropriate and prudent,
reviews may also examine global and
transboundary impacts.

Sec. 6. Resources. Upon request by the
Trade Representative, with the concurrence
of the Deputy Director for Management of


